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In 2016, the Board of Directors of the Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) approved
a major new award program to recognize superior restorations that are worthy of being
the best of the year. To this end, during 2021 specially selected judges reviewed the show
fields at every AACA Nationals to select vehicles worthy of this award. Our judges were
able to narrow the field down to these 13 wonderful vehicles. This was nearly an impossible
task, but we are sure you will agree that their choices are magnificent. The award being
presented this weekend is called the AACA Zenith Award and it will be presented here in
Virginia Beach, Virginia, at our 2022 Grand Nationals.
In this grouping of 13 cars you will notice the variety of cars, some professionally restored
and some restored by the owner. This is as it should be as AACA is the most inclusive
antique car club in the world. In our judging program, we recognize vehicles 25 years
or older. You will quickly notice that vehicles of many eras have been selected, not only
for their quality but correctness as well. Some restorations are recent, and some are
much more mature. Only one of these vehicles will be crowned “Restoration of the Year”
by winning the Zenith Award and one will be honored with the coveted Runner–up Award.
However, it is obvious that all 13 vehicles are incredible restorations and all worthy of
winning the top prize.
It will be a daunting task for the judges to choose one from this stellar field as they are all
deserving of this honor. We hope you will enjoy viewing these spectacular cars!

Previous Zenith Award Winners
2021 Winner:
1917 Locomobile 48 bodied by Farnham & Nelson, John McAlpin, Naples, N.Y.
2021 Runner-up:
1930 Ruxton Model C by Rauch & Lang, Cal & Dave High, Willow Street, Pa.
2020 Winner:
1958 Buick Century Caballero, Joe and Julie Tonietto, Troy, Mich.
2020 Runner-up:
1933 Auburn 12-165, Calvin High, Willow Street, Pa.
2019 Winner:
1931 Buick Series 90 Sport Roadster, David and Susan Landow, Bethesda, Md.
2019 Runner-up:
1957 Dual Ghia 146, Chris Armstrong, Nantucket, Mass.
2018 Winner:
1935 Packard 1204 Super 8, Greg and Cheri Haack, Freeport, Ill.
2018 Runner-up:
1953 Nash Healey, Ed and Rita Koch, Flemington, N.J.
2017 Winner:
1928 Auburn 8-88 Speedster, Richard & Helen Harding, Beavercreek, Ohio
2017 Runner-up:
1942 Cadillac Sedanet, Steve Cooley, Homosassa, Fla.

Thank You to Our
2022 Zenith Judging Team
Terry Bond, AACA Senior Master Judge
William T. Cox, AACA Senior Master Judge, Zenith Founder
Michael J. Jones, AACA Senior Master Judge
Richard Lentinello, Publisher, Crankshaft
John McCarthy, AACA Senior Master Judge
Robert Parrish, AACA Senior Master Judge
Steven Moskowitz, Chief Judge, AACA Senior Master Judge
Phil Neff, World-Renowned Concours Judge
Wayne Tuck, AACA President, AACA Senior Master Judge

1912 Cadillac Torpedo
Jim & Donna Elliott, Yorktown, Virginia

From its beginnings in 1903, the Cadillac Motor Car Company has maintained its
reputation as a builder of the highest-quality cars. In the early days, Cadillac competed
in many contests to prove its reliability and durability. Under the leadership of chief
engineer Henry Leland, the company pioneered in the standardization of parts; most
famous for being the first American car to win the Dewar Trophy in England in 1908 when
the parts of three Cadillacs were scrambled and reassembled, and the cars performed
perfectly. As hard as it may be to believe today, the concept of precision manufacturing
of interchangeable parts was quite novel just after the turn of the century.
Cadillac was the first manufacturer to standardize electric starting and lighting in 1912,
thereby revolutionizing the industry. Cadillac produced and sold 13,995 vehicles for
1912 — quite remarkable when one considers that the price of its most popular model,
the five-passenger Model 30 touring car, started at $1,800, before options. Cadillac
ads proclaimed the marque the “Standard of the World,” and the company rightfully
established itself as one of the industry’s leading luxury car manufacturers.
Cadillac’s four-passenger Torpedo was the narrower version of the five-passenger Model
30. List price for the Torpedo was $1,900, and only the Torpedo could be ordered with
a Battleship Gray exterior, while all Model 30s were Cadillac Blue. The Elliott’s car was
delivered new on February 28, 1912, to the Eastman Motor Car Company in Kalispell,
Montana.

1925 Moon Series A Roadster
Jeff Buckley, St. Louis, Missouri

In the early twentieth century, St. Louis, Missouri, was an up-and-coming city in the
automotive industry. Over the course of history, no fewer than 114 makes were built
there. Chief among the St. Louis automakers was the temporal empire built by Joseph
W. Moon.
Although noted for such brief ventures as Diana, Windsor, and a role in the ill-fated
Ruxton adventure, it was the Moon nameplate that endured for nearly a quarter century.
The first Moon car was designed by Louis P. Mooers, a talented engineer formerly with
Peerless. “The Ideal American Car” was Moon’s motto, and production increased rapidly
from its 1905 introduction. From 1916, all Moons had six cylinders and, from 1919, a
Rolls-Royce inspired radiator. A pioneering feature was four-wheel hydraulic braking,
introduced in 1924. The last Moons were built in 1929, but the factory continued into
1930, building the radical front-drive Ruxton.
The Series A featured a 6-cylinder Continental engine that generated 54 horsepower.
From 1924 thru 1928, more than 12,000 Series As were produced but only 30 survive
today and just two of them are Roadsters as shown here. 99% of the restoration work
was completed in the St. Louis area, and Jeff Buckley is still in touch with the family
of the original owners, having shared early photographs, the original title and vehicle
literature.

1928 Auburn 8-115
Richard & Helen Harding, Beavercreek, Ohio

The Auburn Boattail Speedster is one of the most iconic automobiles of the 1920s. Built by
the Auburn Automobile Company in Auburn, Indiana, the Speedster model first debuted
in 1928. They were elegant and eye-catching. Built to draw customers to the showroom,
they featured a raked windshield and hood louvers, twin side-mounted spares and a
boattail rear end. While the cars were designed to look dashing, their performance on
the road solidified their reputation.
The Harding’s car was found by Richard’s father, an avid car hobbyist, in New Paris, Ohio,
during 1992. After his father’s death in 2008, Richard began an off-frame restoration,
paying critical attention to historical accuracy. The restoration was completed in the
summer of 2021. The car’s exterior is painted Cats Eye Green and black, and power
comes from its straight-eight, 298.6 cubic inch Lycoming engine that generates 115
horsepower.

1929 Du Pont Model G by Merrimac
Lammot J. du Pont, McLean, Virginia

Delaware based Du Pont Motors, Inc. sold 537 cars from 1919 through 1933, including
eight different models beginning with the 4-cylinder Model A. The fame of the marque
far transcended the modest number produced. From the beginning, the Du Pont was
a classy and expensive production, exemplified by its introduction — not at the New
York Automobile Show where it would have debuted to the multitudes, but at the
International Salon in the Commodore Hotel ballroom where high society gathered by
invitation only.
Du Pont was well known for its superb engineering, performance and unique styling
of limited production cars. Eight different models were featured during this period, the
first of which was the four-cylinder Model A. 237 Model Gs were produced between
1929 and 1932. The Model G shown here is powered by a 125 horsepower, 322 cubic
inch Continental straight-eight engine.
This vehicle, 1 of just 25 Club Sedans, is adorned with a hand-crafted body by Merrimac,
a subsidiary of the J.B. Judkins Company of Merrimac, Massachusetts. Merrimac and
Du Pont frequently partnered to create some of the most significant cars of the Classic
Era. Vaudeville comedian and magician Harry Green of Hollywood, California, originally
owned this vehicle.

1934 Packard Series 1107 Club Sedan
Deborah & Craig Henry, Brandon, Mississippi

The newest and finest Packards of 1934, the 11th Series, displayed the beautiful lines that
contributed to making Packard one of America’s most distinctive and respected motor
cars in the Classic Era. Packard engineered the 1107 series with the Bijur automatic oiler
that lubricates 20 different locations to ensure a quiet ride for the owner. The ride was
further enhanced with oil-filled counter-balancing weights on each end of the front and
back bumpers.
One of only 134 Twelve Club Sedans built in 1934, the Henry’s Packard is driven by a
160 horsepower, 445.5 cubic inch V-12 engine and paired with a three-speed manual
transmission. The exterior color is Roosevelt Maroon, and the elegant interior is Camel
colored Laidlaw Broadcloth wool. The car is also fitted with two hand-blown glass vases
for flowers, a radio, dash-adjustable brakes and hydraulic shock absorbers.
Since the Henrys acquired the Packard in 2021, it continues to be freshened and
maintained as close to original condition as possible. The car is driven and shown
regularly.

1947 Ford Super DeLuxe Sportsman Convertible
Donald & Vickie Henley, Springfield, Illinois

The Ford Sportsman became the most expensive model produced by Ford in 1947 at a
price of $2,150, which was $500 higher than that of a standard convertible. It was also
the first Ford model equipped with electro-hydraulic power windows coupled with topof-the-line luxury leather upholstery. The stated total production of the Sportsman over
a three-year period, 1946-1948, was approximately 3,600. It is said that less than 100 of
these examples exist today.
The Sportsman bodies were built and produced at Ford’s Iron Mountain Michigan wood
plant. In this region of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Henry Ford owned more than
200,000 acres of hardwood timber from which the hard maple was harvested for the wood
framing of the body. The panel sections of the bodies were made of mahogany veneer,
which provides a striking color contrast between the two woods. Once completed, the
fully trimmed bodies were shipped by rail to various Ford assembly plants where they
were mated with the chassis.
While knowing of its existence for many years, this particular car was purchased in
2012 only eight miles from the Henley’s home in Illinois from the family of the second
owner. The previous owner tucked it away on his farm for more than 58 years, which
truly preserved the specimen. The car was complete and retained all of its original
components. It underwent a total restoration with all the work being completed by the
Henleys over a four-year period. The car was finished in May 2021 and then promptly
completed the trifecta of AACA Awards — Junior, Senior and Grand National First —
during the summer of 2021.

1956 Studebaker Pinehurst
Mark L. James, Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Named after the famous golf resort of Pinehurst, North Carolina, the Pinehurst was
Studebaker’s top line station wagon for 1956. The 1956 model year Studebakers
were significantly redesigned from 1955. The move was toward the more boxy cars
of contemporary Fords and Chevys, so the station wagon received small fiberglass
fins at the top of the rear quarter panels. The big change in the interior was an allnew instrument panel that featured a centrally located glove box and a top-mounted
“Cyclops Eye” speedometer.
Mark’s Pinehurst includes the “Sweepstakes 289” V-8 engine. Its 289 cu. in. displacement
coupled with a four-barrel carburetor and dual exhaust generates 210 horsepower. The
Pinehurst had a base price of $2,529, but Mark’s example is loaded with options, pushing
the final price over $3,000. Some of those options include an automatic transmission,
power steering and brakes, white wall tires, turn signals, rooftop luggage carrier and full
wheel covers. Just 1,522 Pinehurst wagons were built in 1956.

1958 Pontiac Bonneville
George Weaver, East Earl, Pennsylvania

Pontiac’s flagship Bonneville was billed as “America’s Hot Road Car,” and NASCAR testing
proved that claim. Following its limited-production offering for 1957, the Bonneville
returned as the new top-of-the-line for 1958, featuring an all-new body shared with
Chevrolet. Sporting a fresh “New Direction” look, Pontiacs were up to 9.7 inches longer
and 4.5 inches lower than previous models.
This Bonneville is fitted with Pontiac’s upsized 370 cu. in. Tempest V-8 engine with
the optional three carburetor setup called Tri-Power, which offered a whopping
300 horsepower. A Tri-Power equipped Bonneville driven by Sam Hanks paced the
Indianapolis 500 in May 1958.
With a base price of $3,586 before options, Weaver’s Bonneville listed at $5,200. Just
3,096 were produced including this Rangoon Red and white example, which features
four bucket seats and a Sportable Radio — the first dash-mounted removable transistor
radio.
This car’s two-year off-frame restoration was completed in 2014.

1963 Ford Thunderbird Sports Roadster
Donnie & Linda Holcomb, Daniels, West Virginia

Chevrolet’s iconic Corvette may have kicked off America’s love affair with the sports
car in 1953, but in 1955, many more motoring enthusiasts opted to put Ford’s new
Thunderbird in their driveway instead.
The year 1961 saw the introduction of the third-generation Thunderbird, and the
minting of another nickname for the four-seater, “Bulletbird,” which was assigned for the
car’s sharply pointed nose and rounded sides. Sales started to slow through 1961 so Lee
Iacocca appointed designer Bud Kaufman to come up with a fix, and he did: a removable
fiberglass tonneau that would both cover up the Thunderbird convertible’s rear seats
and incorporate headrests for the front seat occupants. The cover was originally a dealerinstalled option, but in 1962, it found its way onto new Thunderbird order forms as part
of a Sports Roadster package, which also included a passenger side grab bar, KelseyHayes chrome wire wheels with knock-off center caps, and a rear fender skirt delete to
clear those gaps.
The Holcomb’s Thunderbird was originally purchased by the engineering and research
staff of the Ford Motor Company. It was invoiced August 31, 1962, and delivered to the
Ford Motor Company Michigan Proving Ground. The car never had a warranty and was
given a $52 credit on the invoice. Thunderbird Sports Roadster production numbered
1,427 units in 1962, but just 455 in 1963, making them rare birds indeed. Even rarer
were Thunderbirds ordered with the monstrous 390 cubic inch Tri-Power V-8 engine as
shown here on the Holcomb’s car.

1964 Studebaker Daytona
Bill & Charisse Clark, Bel Air, Maryland

Redesigned for 1964 by Brooks Stevens, the Lark became the Daytona and was available
in sedan, wagon, hardtop and convertible models. Introduced September 26, 1963,
production in the United States ended in mid-December of that same year when
Studebaker decided to shut down the South Bend, Indiana, plant.
The Clark’s Daytona features the Super Performance Package and power comes from an
Avanti R2 supercharged V-8 engine, offering 290 horsepower. The Performance Package
also provided a 160 mph speedometer, heavy duty rear axle, dual exhaust, tachometer,
bucket seats, grill badging and more. Only 27 High Performance Package R2 Daytona
hardtops were produced for 1964; of those, there are just 8 known survivors.

1966 Ford Shelby
John M. Garnett, III, Spotsylvania, Virginia

Legendary Texan Carroll Shelby had been campaigning Ford’s Mustang with considerable
success in North America, winning the SCCA B-Production title three years running in the
mid-1960s. Capitalizing on his success, Shelby American began manufacturing Shelby
GTs based on the Mustang, which were officially sanctioned and sold through selected
Ford dealerships. The first Shelby Mustang, the GT350, debuted in 1965 powered by a
modified version of Ford’s 289 high-performance small-block V-8 producing 306 bhp,
with options of a 340–360 bhp unit in competition trim or 400 bhp supercharged. A
four-speed Borg-Warner manual gearbox was the choice transmission on early Shelby
Mustangs, though a heavy-duty, three-speed automatic soon became available as an
option. The drivetrain was upgraded appropriately to handle the GT350’s increased
performance.
Mr. Garnett’s Shelby was ordered on January 26, 1966, from Ford’s San Jose assembly
plant. It was delivered to 6501 West Imperial Highway, Los Angeles, California — the
address of LAX Airport and Shelby American Auto Assembly Facility. At Carroll Shelby’s
facility, the car was converted from a high-performance Mustang Fastback to the GT350.
The total production of the 1966 Shelby GT350 was 2,378 and out of that production
were 1,356 non-Hertz rentals. Shelby offered five different color choices for the 1966
model year — white, red, ivory green, black and sapphire blue shown here.

1969 Pontiac GTO Judge
Bob & Nancy Dunbar, Rehoboth Beach, Delaware

A very significant option package made its debut in 1969 on the GTO. Named for a
popular anti-establishment catchphrase on Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In, “The Judge”
was originally conceived of as a way to combat the budget-minded muscle cars coming
from Ford and Plymouth — especially the stripped-down, muscled-up Road Runner.
Pontiac head John DeLorean, arguably the model’s “father,” disliked the idea of selling a
decontented GTO and insisted The Judge take on more distinguishing characteristics.
When it debuted on December 19, 1968, The Judge was a $332 option (order code WT1)
on top of the cost of a GTO hardtop or convertible.
The Dunbar’s Judge is painted in Carousel Red with a black interior and was purchased
new by Bob in March 1969. When Bob entered the Navy that July he was deployed to the
Mekong Delta of Vietnam. During that time, Nancy drove the car to work every day. In
1974, the car was placed in storage and remained there until 2012 when the restoration
began. The restoration was completed in 2013.
The Dunbar’s Judge is powered by a 400cid, 366hp Ram Air V-8 engine that is connected
to a four-speed manual transmission with a Safe-T-Track differential, push-button radio,
hood mounted tachometer and power steering.

1973 AMC Javelin
Dale & Natalie Wright, St. Charles, Illinois

In 1969, dealers were fighting for the attention of America’s youth. For American Motors,
overcoming the stodgy family car image was not easy. With the introduction of the allnew Javelin and AMX in 1968, they were finally able to grab some attention. Creative ads
touted their available performance options and soon the AMC offerings were gaining
well-deserved respect.
By 1973, the Javelin featured a new, smooth roofline and a new taillight treatment with
twin-pod lamps at each side. The Wright’s Silver Pewter Javelin features the optional 401
cubic inch V-8 engine that generates 225 horsepower. Only 386 Javelins had this engine
installed in 1973.
Dale purchased this car as a college student in 1988 after convincing his grandmother
to loan him $1,500. Since the Javelin had low oil pressure and didn’t shift into 3rd or 4th
gear, he waited until his parents were out of town to conduct the transaction because
he needed to use their Ford as a tow vehicle and their neighbors’ trailer as a hauler. Dale
then worked on the car enough to make it a decent driver by 1991. A full restoration
commenced in 2012 and was completed in 2013. The Wrights have enjoyed showing
and driving the Javelin ever since.

2022 AACA National Activities
February 10-12: Annual Convention — Gettysburg, Pa.
February 24-26: Winter Nationals — Melbourne, Fla.
March 10-12: Western Spring Nationals — Las Vegas, Nev.
March 20-26: Founders Tour — Gulf Shores of Ala. & Miss.
April 7-9: Southeastern Spring Nationals — Charlotte, N.C.
April 21-23: Special Winter Nationals — Guaynabo, Puerto Rico
April 23: Special Grand Nationals — Guaynabo, Puerto Rico
May 19-21: Grand Nationals — Virginia Beach, Va.
May 22-25: Eastern Divisional Tour — Johnstown, Pa.
June 16-18: Eastern Spring Nationals — Beckley, W. Va.
August 11-13: Central Fall Nationals — East Moline, Ill.
September 10-15: Sentimental Tour — Gettysburg, Pa.
September 25-30: Revival AAA Glidden Tour — Central New Jersey
October 4-7: Eastern Fall Nationals — Hershey, Pa.

For more information, visit aaca.org

